25 000

LIVES TO SAVE
European Road Safety Charter

www.erscharter.eu
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The largest
road safety
platform

In 2004, the European Commission, through its Directorate-
General for Energy and Transport, launched a major initiative:
the European Road Safety Charter.

By March 2008, 1,000 companies of all sizes, local authorities
and associations had signed the Charter and undertaken
commitments, providing a concrete response to the road
safety problems they encounter in their daily work and lives.

This grass-roots movement demonstrates Europe’s dynamism
and creativity when it comes to road safety actions, and is
inspiring a growing number of participants.

A joint challenge

Road accidents affecting the entire territory of the European
Union and all of its inhabitants per year (2007):

= 1,300,000 accidents
= 42,500 deaths
= 1,600,000 injuries

Since 2001, there has been a regular improvement in road
safety. Fatalities have decreased by 21%, and there has been
a 15% reduction in injuries on the roads. More can be done.
The European Commission has implemented the Road Safety
Action Plan, which sets the objective of halving the number
of road accident victims in the European Union by 2010.

Whatis a
road safety
commitment?

A concrete action that
positively influences road
safety and benefits the
signatory and society as a
whole.

Examples to us all

Your
commitment
counts

Christina Geronikola signs the Charter commitment on behalf
of Intracom Holdings in Athens, in February 2008.




What can you do?

Your commitment will positively influence one or several of these
issues: user behaviour, vehicle safety or infrastructure safety.
These three components are the backbones of the integrated
approach to road safety:

Vehicle

Infrastructure

Behaviour

m Innovation to increase
the safety of cars and
lorries.

B Passive safety devices
to protect drivers,
passengers and third
parties in the event of an
accident.

m “Active safety” devices
designed to avoid
accidents using the
latest information
technology.

| Policies to ensure that
fleets are built according
to safety regulations.

m Innovation to
construct safe road
infrastructures:

= "Self-explanatory”
roads to influence and
guide driver behaviour,

= Improvement in road
safety maintenance.

Road safety impact
assessment and
audits.

m Knowledge and
understanding of
traffic rules and
situations.

m Improvement of skills
through training and
experience.

m Strengthening and/or
changing attitudes
toward risk:

= At school,
= In the workplace,
= In society as a whole.

A lot is at stake

There is much to be gained




The Annual Excellence in Road Safety Awards ceremony, chaired by the
EU Commissioner for Transport, acknowledges the six most innovative and successful
initiatives undertaken by the European Road Safety Charter signatories.

A series of events throughout the year in Brussels and in all the Member States enables
signatories to meet, exchange ideas about their practices and learn about existing
innovations

All of the signatories are invited to actively participate in joining the Charter community
at: www.erscharter.eu

Help you define and understand your
commitment.

Guide you through the entire commitment
development process.

Help (re)position actions in progress.

Help you to evaluate the cost-effectiveness
of your commitment.

Go to www.erscharter.eu and register
as a user to have access to more
detailed information.

Define your commitment: identify the
problem you would like to work on and
choose the actions you would like to
focus on.

Fill the online application form and submit
it to the Charter team.

www.erscharter.eu

charter@paueducation.com
phone: +34 933 670 434 | fax: +34 934 146 238

Managing D
at the Excellenc
ceremony, in

The winners of the Excellence in Road Safety Awards, November 2007

The Charter team organises monthly presentations in
Member States in order to get closer to signatories and
ensure a better understanding of this unique initiative
To find out about the next European Road Safety Charter
tour stop, please visit: www.erscharter.eu



